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of chemical processes, for the reason that
no acid will eat it.
Asbestos is found in Italy and Canada,
and rich deposits have recently been found
in Wyoming, California and Montana, At
present mines near Thetford, Quebec, are
the principal source of the mineral, Canada
producing about four-fifths of the world's
supply.
ASBJORNSEN, as lyurn'sen, peter
christen (1812-1885), a distinguished Nor-
wegian naturalist and folk-lore student. The
popular tales, legends and fairy stories of his
native country he collected and published as
Norwegian Folk Tales and Norwegian Fairy
Tales and Folk Legends. He also wrote
works on zoological and other scientific sub-
jects.
ASBURY, az'bury, francis (1745-1816),
the first bishop of the Methodist Episcopal
Church ordained in America, was born in
Handsworth, England. He came as a mis-
sionary from England in 1771 and was made
general assistant to John Wesley. In 1777
the ministers of his Church, at a conference
in Maryland, decided that they should return
to Europe; Aslbury, alone, chose to remain.
He was unanimously elected bishop and con-
secrated by Doctor Coke in 1784, with a
fixed salary of $64 per year. His annual
travels extended from Canada to the Mis-
sissippi River, and in his biography it is
stated that he traveled 270,000 miles during
his life, mostly on horseback.
AS'BURY PARK, N, J. a summer resort
town in Monmouth County, on the Atlantic
Ocean, founded in 1880. It is sixty miles
south of New York City and eighty miles
east of Philadelphia. The city has about
200 hotels, which serve scores of thousands
of visitors during the summer season. Sea
Girt, where there is a national rifle range, is
five miles distant. Population, 1920, 12,400;
in 1930, 14,981.
ASCENSION, right, of a star, in astron-
omy, one of the factors in determining the
location of a heavenly body. It corresponds
nearly to longitude on the earth. The
celestial equator divides the celestial sphere
into northern and southern hemispheres. A
certain point, the vernal equinox or first point
in Aries, is established as a starting point.
The right declination of any star is then
£oixad by measuring the angular distance on
the celestial equator, from the fixed point to
the foot of a circular perpendicular let fall
 from the star to the celestial equator. See
declination.
ASCENSION DAY, the day on which the
ascension of Christ is commemorated, often
called Holy Thursday. It is a movable feast,
always falling on the Thursday but one be-
fore Whitsuntide.
ASCETICISM, assetfesizm, signified
among ancient philosophers the mastery of
the desires and passions. It exercised a great
influence over the early Christians, who prac-
ticed fasting and self-denial. Later among
the monks, it took the form of self-torture,
penance and vows of poverty and celibacy;
and even a disregard of personal cleanliness
was considered as an aid to a holy life. The
severity of the religion of the Puritans is an
example of asceticism, and among the Prot-
estants of to-day the objection to card-play-
ing, the theater and dancing, as well as the
teaching of total abstinence, vegetarianism
and other restrictions, may be the result of
ascetic tendencies. The Reformation, in its
teaching that salvation was acquired through
faith and not works, produced a great change
in ascetic practices. See monasticism.
ASCIDIAN, as sid'ian.   See sea squirts.
AS'GARD, in Scandinavian mythology, the
home of the gods, corresponding to Olympus
among the Greeks.
ASH, a genus of trees that shed the leaves
in the winter, have imperfect flowers, and a
seed-vessel prolonged into a thin wing at the
apex. There are many species, chiefly native
to Europe and North America. The ash is
one of the most useful trees, on account of its
hard, tough wood and the rapidity of its
growth. There are many varieties of it, as
the weeping ash, the curled-leaved ash and
the entire-leaved ash. The flowering, or
manna-ash, is a native of the south of Europe
and Palestine. It yields the substance called
manna, which is obtained by making incisions
in the bark, when the juice exudes and
hardens. Among the American species are
the valuable white ash, with lighter bark and
leaves; the red or black ash, with a brown
bark; the black ash, and the blue ash. Sev-
eral species not properly of this genus are
popularly called ash. See mountain" ash;
prickly ash.
ASH, or ASHES, what remains after a
substance is burned. The term is usually
applied to the mineral residue obtained on
burning wood, coal, plants and the like*
From the ashes of seaweeds are extracted

